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means of training the pilots in long-distance flying. I
think it is fair to say that the route could never have been
piqneered by a civil organization. The first crossings
had to be carried out in the way that a military expedition
is undertaken. This was mainly because no one had
any idea of what would be involved nor of what measures
would be necessary to obtain adequate security.
To start with, anyone ignorant of the flying conditions
in that part of the country might well ask. What is an
Air Route? Aeroplanes sail along through the air and
are not forced to bother about the ground as long as they
do not come to a lofty mountain range that they cannot
easily climb over. All the business of having a broad
paved track with brightly coloured petrol pumps and
frequent hotels is unnecessary. In fact all that an Air
Route ought to be is a line on a map, with landing grounds
where petrol and oil are available at suitable intervals,
and perhaps sheds or hangars at the terminal points
where the aircraft can be overhauled and polished up
when they have done the trip and as it were come safely
into port. That is true for flying over normal types of
reasonably developed country, and a pilot could, as far
as pure flying is concerned, fly the 470 odd miles from
Amman to Ramadi by means of his compass. If he
were flying in an easterly direction and made a mistake
of a few degrees in his navigation, he would just have to
go on until he hit the Euphrates. And he would have
arrived. But at the time that the route was opened aero
engines were not anything like so reliable as they are
nowadays, and there was always the chance of an aero-
, plane being forced to land en route due to engine failure,
Now if this happened to an aeroplane, even when fitted
with wireless, it was about as easy to find in the vast

